
	 Almonds and Peaches are of the same family, but the 
Almond develops more erect type growth, so must be kept 
thinned out more carefully. The method of fruit production is 
also slightly different, so that heading back of the fruit-bearing 
wood is unnecessary as is the case with Peaches.
	 Pruning should be done during the winter months while 
the tree is dormant.
	 In some sections of the country there will be more die-
back than in other areas. The first procedure is to remove any 
dead wood which has shown up during the past season. Second, 
cut out the least important of the interfering or rubbing branches.
	 Fruit will be born on an Almond tree on the one-year 
branches. That is, branches which grew during the last season’s 
growing period will produce fruit this summer.
	 Prune out the twigs which produced fruit the last 
summer, leaving one or two new shoots which should have grown 
from near the base of the last year’s fruiting-wood. Make the 
cut immediately above the upper shoot to be left. These shoots 
or twigs, which are left will be the best fruit producing wood. 
When this phase of the pruning is complete the tree should have 
an even distribution of young branches all over the tree. If they 
are thicker in one portion of the tree top than another, do a little 
further thinning until the distribution of one-year branches is 
even.
	 Do not be concerned about your Almond tree growing 
too tall, as the ripe nuts may be knocked from the branches with 
long poles without damage to the tree.
	 Because of the brittle characteristic of Almond wood, it is 
desirable to encourage the growth to be erect, with the center of 
the tree well filled in.
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F O R E W O R D

		  		                               I have hesi-
tated
				                          I was aware

			                               I have tried to make
my instructions  simple 
				  
			                             providing one knows what 
he is pruning for.

This				       commercial orchardist

			   owner of a few trees.
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method

is unnecessary

to remove 
the past season.
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APPLE

	 There is no set type for the shape of a bearing Apple 
tree, because, depending upon variety,             the younger s 
will vary from growing                  erect and slender to open and 
spreading. Eventually as the tree matures, it wilil develop into a 
fine spreading type.                  Observe your particular tree and 
if it is of the narrow erect type, according to its initial growth, 
make your pruning cuts just above buds which are 
pointed away from the center of the tree. If your variety of 
Apple is of the spreading type make the cuts above buds 
pointed toward e tree. The time for pruning is 
during     the winter months.
	 All Apples produce their fruit on “spurs,” which are 
formed on the branches which are formed on branches      in the 
lower portion of these branches. These “spurs” are developed 
from the short lateral growths that vary in length from on 
to three inches. After they have definitely formed they can 
be recognized by their thick stubby appearance. The spurs 
produce           blossoms and the fruit year after year, and 
should be saved whenever possible.
	 When prthe Apple tree, first cut out any                  dead 
or deceased branches, being careful to make cuts close to the 
main branch, without leaving any stub. This is very important 
because all apples are quite susceptible to rot, which can easily 
start in a stub which is left long enough to die back, rather than 
heal over with bark and new wood growth.
	 Second, cut away any interfering wood, or branches 
that are rubbing against one another, or that have               come 
down too close to the ground and hinder cultivation.
	 Third, cut out sufficient of the last year’s branch 
growth to evenly space all b          rallowing even sunlight pene-
tration throughout the tree top. In doing this cutting, be careful 
to leave all established fruit spurs and those small 

HOW TO PRUNE FRUIT TREES
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lateral bud developments that are to be future fruit spurs.
	 If the tmaking a normally rapid growth, especially a 
young tree, the new branch growth must be cut off just above 
the fruit spur buds. In             the case of young about two-thirds 
their length, as shown in the illustration.
	 Water sprouts or sucker should be cut out at any time 
that it is proved by their growth to be such. A sucker is a rapid 
growing shoot that comes from below ground, and they should 
be removed as soon as they appear, by digging down to their 

base and cutting them off very close to the rot or trun            the 
cuts will help prevent rot from setting in. Water sprouts 
                                                                 “above ground suckers”
are recognized by their habit of growth, which is excessive 
in comparison with the rest of the branch growth of the tree. This 
growth is by nature, weak in structure and will not develop into 
suitable fruit producing wood, so cut it off clean and allow its sap 
to flow into more useful branches. These water sprouts, where 
allowed to grow will deprive the tree of valuable energy.
                    the case of old trees, which have lost a main branch, 
or become one-sided, the water sprouts may be utilized to fill in           
         vacant spaces, by heading them back, thereby forcing 
them to branch out and  slow down their                excessive soft 
growth.
	 Thinning the crop of fruit is frequently necessarily with 
Apples, and this work should be done       after the “June drop” 
has taken place. The “June drop” is a natural process with all 
fruit trees                  , in an effort by nature to adjust the crop to 
what the tree can bear. This period is apt to occur at any time 
after the first of May, to July, and if in your opinion there still 
remains too much fruit for your trees to ripen, they may be hand 
thinned leaving the remaining fruit evenly spaced throughout 
the tree’s branches.
	 As the Apple tree takes on age there will be less and less 
pruning required. Give the tree its proper training in the first 
few years of its growth, and this will insure less carHOW TO 
PRUNE FRUIT 
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TREESAPRICOTS
	
	 L
ike all otherbe pruned during the dormant period or winter 
months, while the sap is inactive and the leaves are off the 
branches.
	 Apricots may be divided into three classes according 
to their fruit producing habits. In all cases the majority of the 
fruit is borne on one year old wood. Fruit may                  appear 
towards the tips of this growth, in the central section or in 
the lower section, and the fruiting habit of your tree may be 
ascertained by nothing where the fattest buds are located on the 
one year old branches. The fattest or fullest buds are the flower 
producing buds, and indicate where the fruit will be set. The 
more slender buds will produce leaves and branch growth only.
	 In the case of the fruit buds being borne on the tip 
section, as is found in the “Royal” variety, do not head back the 
one year branches. In the case of the best fruit buds being              
            in the central section, the one year growth may be 
headed back about one-third, and in the case of the fruit 
buds being the lower branch section, the one year wood may 
be headed back from one-half to two-thirds of their length. 
The first type will apply in most cases and in the event you 
can not determine in which class your tree belongs it would 
be advisable to prune your tree as though it were of the first 
type and                                  do not head back the one year 
branches.
	 All varieties of Apricots maintain the same general habit 
of tree growth and the same pruning rules apply to all of them. 
Prune out enough branches to evenly shape the top, selecting 
old wood wherever possible, and in doing this so space the 
branch growth to                    allow even sunlight penetration 
to all parts of the fruit producing top.            The long whip-like 
branches which grew last                     summer is the fruit pro-
ducing wood for the coming year, so don’t cut it too freely, and 
do not head back any of these branches unless the tree is of the 
second or third type as mentioned above.
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	 The outside branches of the Apricot have a tendency 

to gradually lower each year, with the weight of fruit and 

foliage, and as these branches get low enough to interfere with 
cultivation, etc., they may be cut off without any damage to the 
tree. The nature of the tree is to replace these lowering outside 
branches with inside central growth, and these growths should 
be cared for as part of the original tree, and their development 
encouraged.
	 For the first four or five years of an Apricot tree’s 
growth, this development is very rapid, and therefore their 
training is most important. Read the chapter on Training of 
Young Trees, and govern your trees accordingly.
	 Some varieties of Apricots will develop fruit spurs on 
the older od, and wherever they appear they should be left 
because their fruit is always strong and well developed.
	 Because the Apricot wood is of a brittle nature, care 
should be taken not to allow any one branch or branches to 
spread laterally too great a distance. This practice encourages 
breakage of limbs. Favor erect growth wherever possible. A 
sturdy framework on your tree is much to be desired, even at 
the expense of early fruit production. A well spaced, husky 
framework of branches will have less tendency to branch 
breakage under an abnormally heavy crop, than a tree that has 
been                                        allowed to grow undirected.
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AVOCADOS

	 There is no fruit grown which has developed more 
different schools of thought regarding correct pruning, than      
                          The writer has witnessed the practice and 
results of various methods used in commercial plantings of 
this fruit, and when they are consistently carried out, give 
satisfactory results as far as fruit production and harvesting is 
concerned. However, as  this book is devoted to the production 
of fruit on a small scale such as the               average home with 
one or more avocado trees,         instructions shall be            con-
fined to methods believed most practical to this small scale 
production, where economy of harvesting          is not an item to 
be considered.
	 One of the first things to be remembered with 
Avocados, is that in its natural habitat the tree grows in semi-
tropic forests and, therefore, the more nearly we can reproduce 
such a growing condition the more success we will have.
	 First, because of their natural home being in the forests, 
the trees have developed the characteristic of the feeding roots 
being very close to the surface of the ground, which in the 
forest would be covered by a thick carpet of                       fallen
leaves  Therefore, reproduce this condition as nearly as possible 
with decaying vegetation, such as bean straw or leaves, or dried 
grass, but never allow growing grasses over the roots.
	 Second, natural forests are not cultivated, hence the 
feeder roots close to the surface. Cultivation renders surface 
roots useless, which frequently results in the dropping of 
fruit in any stage of development. Consequently, mulch your 
avocado trees well and don’t cultivate.
	 As far as fruit production is concerned the Avocado 
needs no pruning, but because of the weak nature of branch 
wood, heavy leaves and fruit, the outer branches will 

HOW TO PRUNE FRUIT TREES
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the ground. These lowering branches should be removed 

gradually so as not to produce a “hole” in the  tree’s foliage 
which might allow sunburn of the inner branch bark.
	 It is the nature oprimary, or bright green, bark on the 
main trunk and branches to        sunburn unless well protected 
by the foliage.         This sunburn    hardens the bark and slows 
down the sap activity to such an extent that it makes a difficult 
condition to overcome without                           expert attention. 
In young trees, where a main branch or stem has become 
sunburned from exposure, try to encourage a new branch 
from below the affected area to grow in place of the sunburned 
branch.
	 If your tree grows one-sided, as if frequently the case 
with backyard avocados, head back the tip growth gradually, 
on the heavy side of the tree, thereby forcing growth in other 
portions. As your tress reach mature growth their one-sidedness 
will be eliminated naturally.
	 Pruning may be done whenever lowering branches 
make it necessary. Die-back branches on inside of tree should be 
cut out as they appear. The older the tree the less the trimming 
that will be needed.
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•
fruits that will respond to one system of pruning because 

of their similar habit of producing fruit. Namely, those that 
produce their fruit on one year old canes	N one of the 

above listed types will require pruning the first year they are 
planted. Pruning will begi				    n	                              
                                                                                       the second 
winter after planting.
	 The first summer the plants may be allowed to sprawl 
on the ground at will, because there will be no fruit on this first 
summer’s growth, and the sprawling canes will provide some 
measure of insulation or protection of the soil around the roots.
	 Durithe first winter a trellis or frame must be built on 
which to place the       now fully matured canes. Any of several 
types of frame may be used, but perhaps the easiest to build 
will be                a simple, three wire fence-type  of frame. The 
first wire should be about one and a half feet                      above 
the ground, next wire one foot         above the first, and the 
top wire one foot above the second. The wires should be lined 
up directly over the row, or        series of hills where the vines 
have been planted. Be sure that the end posts are firmly set and      
     braced as they must support considerable weight            each 
summer. The wire may be tightened during the winter after the 
season’s cutting back has been done    and the wires are 
free of weight.
	O nce the wires are stretched the berry canes which 
grew            the previous summer and now are sprawling on the 
HOW TO PRUNE FRUIT TREES
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ground, should be tied up on the wires. In doing this, take care 
to spread the canes evenly on the wires so that it will be easy to 
pick the berries. Wherever possible it is advisable to twine the 
cane once around the wire before tying with a soft string. Never 
use wire for tying.
	 The pruning which will be necessary every winter 
on established berry vines, is simple in its routine. First, go 
down the row cutting out all of the old canes which are tied 
on the wires. A pair of long handles shears may be used so that 
the old canes may be cut off at the ground level without too 
much bending down. After the old canes have been cut off, 
they should be                  cleared away and burned. The next 
procedure is to tie up the new crop of canes that sprawl on the 
ground and which grew during the past summer.
	 In tying up these canes it will be easier to start with 
those which have made the shorter growth, training these in a 
more vertical position, twining the cane once around the each 
wire as          you reach it. It will be necessary to use string only 
near the tip of the cane,                   just to hold it in position. Be
careful not to bend a cane too sharply, as they are apt to break. 
After the short canes are tied up the longer ones may be trained 
out fanwise, in such a spacing that the finished job will show 
and even distribution  of canes on the wires. The more evenly  
the canes are spread on the wires, the better the sunlight 
penetration to the ripening fruit, which contributes to the 
sweetness of the berries.
	 The main thing to remember in the pruning of these 
types of berry fruits, is that fruit is born on canes which 
have grown       th ough one summer. After this growth has 
produced one crop of fruit it will not set another satisfactory 
crop, even though it were left on the plant. When the old canes 
are cut out, cut them off at ground level. The new shoots 
         will appear as suckers from below 

HOW TO PRUNE FRUIT TREES
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as suckers out away from the main hill or row.
	 This type of berry plant is a heavy feeder and likes 
a moist condition for its roots. Organic manures will best for 
fertilizing during the winter.

CHERRY

	 The most important part of the pruning of a Cherry 
tree is in the training that the tree receives during its first four 
or five years after setting out. If the training has been properly 
done during this period, the mature tree will require very little 
attention from then on in the way of pruning.
	 This primary care is more important with the sweet 
varieties of Cherries, than with the sour types, because all 
of the Sweet Cherries    are naturally very tall growers, and 
are inclined to develop very weak crotches when allowed 
to retain all of their top growth. This pruning method is to 
promote a strong framework tree, rather than for increased 
fruit production. Pruning should be done during             winter 
months.
	 When the Cherry tree is first planted out it is usually 
a straight whip with no lateral branches, so at the time of 
planting, this whip should be cut off, or headed, at about 
twenty-five (25) inches above ground. This takes care of its first 
pruning, and as the new growth starts out select three shoots 
in the top eighteen inches of growth, about six inches apart up 
and down the stem,                                  as shown in the chapter 
devoted to the          “Training of Young Trees.” Keep all other 
lateral shoots rubbed off,          allowing all of the strength to go 
into these three 
                                                                  framework branches.
	N ext year cut back these three framework branches to 
about one-third to one-half their season’s-growth length, and 
during the following summer select to well spaced shoots to 
develop on each of the three framework branches, rubbing off 
any other laterals as they appear.
	 The next season repeat the directions of the last    
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                                                                   removing any 
branches which are interfering with other limbs, always re
the branch which is least desirable to the general shape of 
the tree.
	 Sour Cherries will only require the training period for 
three years, and thereafter it will be necessary to        thin out 
the top, or fruiting wood, every                winter, because of the
nature of the bearing wood to grow in               a tangle of small
twig growth to eliminate a tangled appearance, and so that the 
branches are evenly spaced throughout the top.
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CURRANTS

The most satisfactory way to grow Currants for fruit production 
is by                          the bush method, where you have an 
opportunity to renew the fruiting wood.         This system is ex-
tremely simple, and is perfectly natural for the plant.
	 The main thing to remember in the pruning of currants 
is that a cane that develops from the base of the plant, will 
produce a good crop of fruit for three seasons, and from then 
on the quality and amount of fruit produced on this same cane 
will decrease. To                          take advantage of this natural 
characteristic of the plant, one should cut out any canes after 
they have produced three successive crops of fruit. In 
making these cuts, follow down the cane to its base and 
cut the whole growth out, leaving a short stub above the 
ground about four inches long.
	 If there is a new, strong growth coming up, near the 
base of the cane to be cut out, make your      cut just above this 
shoot, so that it will receive all the strength that formerly went 
into              the old wood.
	 The best time of year to do this pruning         will be the
winter months, although in the milder climates, summer pruning 
may be done where there is not the danger of the plant’s 
sufferening from                    “winter kill.”  For general practice,
however, the dormant season or winter pruning is recommended.
	 A mature Currant plant will carry twelve good strong 
canes with their branches, and 
                                                      it is advisable to limit the 
plants to this amount of top growth. This limiting may be done 
by cutting back any greater number o canes as they start their 
spring and early summer growth, always leaving the strongest 
new canes.
	 In the event that the canes of Currants become invested 
with borers, which will be noticed by a generally unhealthy
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earance of the entire cane, cut that cane out completely 
and  burn it to prevent the infestation from spreading to the 
remainder fo the plant or neighboring bushes.
	 For illustration covering the pruning of Currants, follow 
the one used for Goosberries. The pruning system is identical.
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ESPALIER TRAINING

	 This method of training fruit trees, as well as many 
types of ornamental shrubs, has long been practiced in various 
parts of the world, and is now becoming more and more 
popular in this country. Where this work is done will, it is very 
interesting, and adds to the artistic arrangement of a landscape 
planting.
	 This article will deal only with the fundamental practice 
of Espalier work, rather than confine the instructions to the 
development of any one form or shape of frame. The shape 
to which the plant is to be trained will vary according to the 
location in which it is to be used.
	 Because the training of any Espalier may spread 
over several years, it might be better to sketch a design to be 
followed, suitable t the location, and then keep this sketch on 
file for ready reference.
	 The variety of plant to be used should be decided 
between yourself and your nurseryman, so as to obtain the 
best results.  The selection of the individual plant is very 
important. Choose one that already has branches located in such 
distribution along the stem as to be easily trained to the basic 
framework of the Espalier. Where deciduous plants are to be 
used, the work should be started during the dormant season, 
because with most plants, the branches are less brittle during 
this time of year.
	 Fast growing plants are not the best to use, because 
they are too difficult to confine to the limits of an Espaliered 
design. Make your selection from a variety of plant which 
produces stocky branches with abundant leaves, flowers or 
fruit.
	 Care should be taken also in the selection of the variety. 
Choose a type of plant that will produce flowers or fruit on 
the same branches indefinitely. The Pear tree is an excellent 
example, because on its fruit spurs are developed on the 
branches they will produce blossoms and fruit on the same 
wood year after year.
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                                   remain in that position throughout the life 
of the plant. Be very exacting in the primary training.
	 In the initial training a great deal of care should be 
exercised in doing the bending and tying. Where it si necessary 
to make a complete right-angle bend, the branch will not stand 
such a radical change in direction all at once without danger of 
breaking. To Avoid this possible destruction it will be necessary 
to bend the branch not more than one quarter of the complete 
bend, and leave it tied in this position for a period of two weeks 
to a month; then bend and tie a little more and leave for another 
period of two weeks to a mont                until the complete bend
has been accomplished. Before starting any bends be sure that 
the branch is            tied firmly immediately below the bend as 
this will help in maintaining a more symmetrical Espalier.

	 In order to maintain an Espalier in proper order it 
will be necessary  o do   some minor pruning all through the 
growing period, by removing any new growth that appears if   
  undesirable locations and favoring growth which may be used 
for further training or fruit production.
	 Summer pruning is necessary to keep the plant confined 
to its framework, and when this work is done do not trim out 
the entire young shoot, instead pinch off the tender tip of the 
shoot which will stop its length growth and develop the closely 
set buds and leaves which are at the base of any new twig 
growth.
	 When an Espalier is first started    it is usually a tempta-
tion to develop the main framework branches too close 
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together.       Remember that the plant is going to be there      for
many years, and that as it grows     the growth is going to get 
coarser, so if the framework branches are trained about 12 
inches apart the finished e
ffect will always be about right.
	 Espaliered plants may be very beautiful in effect when 
properly cared for, but when they do not receive the proper 
attention they present a most unkempt condition. If one is 
willing to give an Espaliered plant a few minutes of attention 
every month regularly, he may have some very beautiful plants 
trained in this system.
	 In the case of fruits such as Pears and Plums, which 
produce fruit on the same spurs year after year, do not prune 
the spurs out,     as they never again attain great length and may 
always be counted upon for flowers and fruit, as well as leaves.
	 It will be necessary to check up on your tying several 
times during the growing season because as a branch expands 
the tie becomes tighter, and if not renewed from time to time, 
may completely               choke off the circulation of the sap 
in the branch. The best material to use for tying is a soft fiber 
cord, or cloth tape. Never use wire as this not only bruises the 
bark of a branch but is more difficult to undo for retrying.
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FEJOA OR PINEAPPLE GUAVA

	 Like many of the subtropical plants, this one bears its 
fruit on current season, or new wood. Therefore           one must 
be very careful not to do any heading back when pruning.
	 The best time of year to do any necessary pruning is 
just after the fruit has all fallen from the tree. About all that will 
be needed is a thinning out of interfering branches or to remove 
any limbs which might be rubbing one another.
	 The natural growing habit of a Feijoa is that of a large 
semi-spreading shrub, and        it is a mistake to attempt to force
plant into any other form by the practice of                    external
hedging, because in so doing, the fruiting possibilities will be 
largely destroyed.
	 When the fruit of the Feijoa is ripe it will fall the gro
    om the tree.
	 As the plant grows it will become necessary to re-shape 
its growth from time to time, by encouraging the growth of 
new branches in the center of the head, because a heavy crop 
will often distort the branches. Lowering branches also must be 
pruned off as they drop too low.
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HOW TO PRUNE FRUIT TREES
FIGS
WHITE—BROWN—BLACK

	 Figs may be divided into two classes regarding their 
pruning. In the first group would be the white and brown figs, 
which required heavy annual pruning, and the second group 
would be the                        black figs which with their different 
habit of fruit production require other treatment.
	

SYSTEM NUMBER ONE
White and Brown Figs

(vs. Kadota, Thompson, Brown Turkey, White       Pacific, 
Adriatic, etc.)

	 These varieties produce their best fruit on current 
season’s wood, or that is, they bear fruit this year on branches 
which are produced and growing this year.
	 Because of this, the branches which were produced 
during the past summer should be cut back heavily during the 
dormant period or winter months.
	 In this pruning system, the branches should be cut back 
to bud spurs. Or, cut the brthe 
                    second bud or leaf scar from the base of the branch.

	 If the tree is in normal health and vigor, each one of 
the two buds will put out growth       in the spring, which in 
turn will produce figs during the summer, and in the following 
dormant period branches must be cut back as described above. 
This system of heavy pruning is needed every year.
	 In the case of a newly planted tree,    it will be advisable 
to start it out with a fairly low head, or crotch.               The best 
type of tree to plant should be a single “Whip,” with possibly a 
few lateral branches. When the tree is planted, therefore,

HOW TO PRUNE FRUIT TREES
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ground. Then do not allow more than three new branches to 
grow during     the first season. Select three branches that are 
evenly spaced around the trunk. (See             instructions on 
“Training of Young Trees.”)
	 The better figs will be produced on the fast growing 
branches which will result from this heavy cutting back. If 
the tree is         allowed to go untrimmed, the fruit will be of 
inferior size and quality. A normal young tree will frequently 
put out many new branches which will grow from six to eight 
feet during a summer and produce a fig at practically every leaf 
base or axis.

SYSTEM NUMBER TWO
Black Figs

(vs. Mission, San Pedro, etc.)
	 This type of fig produces fruit on wood that is one year 
old and older, so an entirely different system of pruning must 
be followed in order to get fruit production.
	 The black fig, when planted out should be headed, or 
cut back to about two feet from the ground in order to induce a 
rapid first year’s “framework” growth. Three branches will be 
enough for the tree to support during the first summer. Don’t 
expect any figs the first year.
	 If your black fig tree is to be used as a combination    
shade tree and fruit    producer, it may be          headed higher 
to allow for spreading branches higher          off the ground, 
and in such a case, cut the top off at about four feet from the 
ground.
	 After the tree has made its first summer’s growth, all 
the winter pruning that is needed will be to          thin out any 
interfering or rubbing branches, and see to it that the top is 
kept evenly spaced.
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	 Because all figs are inclined to “bleed” profusely when 
cut while the sap is active, the pruning should take place 
during the dormant period only,       in the winter months while 
no leaves are on the branches.



38 

h o  p e  t r e e

39 

GOOSEBERRIES

	 This variety of fruit is one which     takes care of itself 
to a certain extent, but the quality of fruit may be greatly 
improved if the bushes are regularly pruned every winter, after 
the plants are four years old. The reason for this wait being 
that a branch will bear good fruit for three years after attaining 
one full year’s growth, but after it has borne for three seasons 
the quality and size of the berries will decrease, therefore the 
necessity of pruning.
	 Because Gooseberries will produce to some extent on 
the same branches year after year, without pruning, it is very 
easy to understand why this plant is sometimes so neglected.
	 When a branch starts its growth from the base of 
the plant it requires one full season of growing before it is 
sufficiently mature to produce fruit.
	 The pruning procedure to follow is to allow this can e to 
stay on the bush during three fruiting periods then cut it out to 
make way for a new bearing wood. On Taking out the branch, 
make the cut well down to the base of the plant, leaving a stub 
of from six to seven inches in length upon which new shoots 
will sprout. The pruning should be done during the winter 
months.
	 The following spring there may be many new shoots 
which will start out from the stub, but allow only about three 
of the strongest to grow. Pull the others off while they are still 
soft.
	 Although it may be a temptation to leave all of the fruit-
producing branches, a well established plant will produce about 
so many pounds of fruit and it is better to have this poundage 
in large sized fruit rather than a great abundance of undersized 
berries. This system of pruning will insure the right type of 
wood on the bush that will produce the largest berries possible.
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SGRAPEFRUIT or Pomelo

	 Like many of the citrus trees  ,   there is little to be done 
to a Grapefruit tree as far as pruning is concerned. Under 
average conditions it will not be necessary to prune the tree 
at all until it is at least five years old, because their growth is 
always very uniform in its habits, and the tree will practically 
shape itself.
	 The only pruning that might be necessary on a young 
Grapefruit tree is to remove any rubbing or crossing branches. 
Where branches of citrus trees have an opportunity to rub 
against one another causing a breaking of the bark, it makes it 
very easy for disease to start from such a wound. In removing a 
rubbing or crossing branch, cut out the one which contributes 
the leas to the general shape of the tree. 
	 Because of the extremely dense habit of growth of 
the Grapefruit as time goes on, there will always be a certain 
amount of dead twigs on the inside of the tree head. These 

should be cut off, smooth to the living branch, so that the die-
back will not travel into the living branches. This cutting out 
of the dead twigs should be attended to about twice a year, six 
months apart. In this way the twig will be cut off before it has 
died completely to the main branch, which will allow the cut to 
heal better.
	 As the Grapefruit develops size there will be less and 
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a slight 
penetration of sunlight. This work requires the thinning out of 
only small twigs, because large “holes” should not be opened 
up suddenly by heavier pruning.
	 This pruning may be done at any time of the year, 
because by following this system, it will probably not be 
necessary to cut out any actual fruit-bearing wood. How-ever, 
pruning during the winter, or cool weather, would be better for 
the tree.
	 Do not allow any branches to hang down to within one 
foot of the ground, as this makes it more possible for various 
fungus diseases to infect any low hanging fruit which might be             
                                      borne on them.
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GRAPES

	 There are two general types of Grapes, namely bush 
and vine. Their respective system of pruning will be taken 
up separately. Also because either one may be grown for fruit 
production alone, or                   as an arbor plant, the pruning 
system for each type will be taken u        p individually.
BUSH TYPE GRAPES

(Such as Muscat, Malaga, Thompson Seedless, T       okay, etc.)
Grown for fruit                                production only.

	 The first year that the grape is    planted out should 
devoted to training only. Place a vertical stake by the pant so 
that there is to feet of stake above ground and allow only             
          one cane to grow by selecting the strongest and cutting 
off all other lateral or side shoots which may start. This will 
force all of the season’s growth into the       one cane which may 
be tied at intervals to the stake to keep the stem             straight. 
When the one cane reaches the top of the stake, tie it firmly and  
                       to sprawl around at will for the rest of the 
growing period.
	 During the winter the main cane should be cut off, 
about two inches above the top of the stake. In the spring when 
the new growth starts, allow only the two top buds, or joints, 
to send out shoots.               Cut off smooth with the side of the 
branch, any shoots which appear on what may now be called 
the trunk, or stem.
	 Through the summer growing season allow these two 
shoots, or canes,  make whatever growth they will, without 
further training or pruning. There may or may not be some 
grapes set on this growth. If they do set, the plant will be 
strong enough to ripen them, so ththeey may be left.
	N ow will begin regular annual system which must
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Be followed every    winter. The preceding instructions cover 
the initial training period only.
	 During the winter season while the grape is dormant is 
the time that the pruning should be done. All canes that grew 
the past summer must be cut back to just above the second 
bud or joint from the base of the one year old canes. There will 
always be a group of latent buds right at the base of the cane, 
which will only be forced in case the other buds are damaged in 
some way.                                                Count out from the base 
of the cane, two buds or joints and cut the cane off about a half 
inch beyond          the second bud.
	 If the plant is strong, both of these buds will start 
growing in tspring, and if they do, leave them. The bunches of 
grapes will appear on this new growth which has started from 
the short stubs that were left.
	 Be sure as the trunk is large enough to support itself, 
do away with the stake, and do not rely on further support or 
tying.
BUSH TYPE GRAPES                 FOR ARBORS

	 There are no set rules which must be followed as toany 
particular type of trellis or     arbor for grape training. Grapes 
will adapt themselves to almost any type of screen or arbor, 
providing they get plenty of sun for ripening their fruit.
	 When growing grapes for arbors, the initial training 
is all-importance and should be attended to at least once every 
two weeks though the growing period. A grape arbor will 
produce its best fruit on top, so                   it will be inadvisable      
to try to maintain any fruit production of the sides. For this    
    reason force all the growth into               one main cane which

HOW TO PRUNE FRUIT TREES
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is to be trained vertically up the side of the arbor. This main 
cane may be either twined around the upright post or tied to it. 
Discourage any lateral growth along this main stem by rubbing 
off any side buds as they appear.
	 As soon as the vine has reached the top of the arbor, 
the fruit producing wood may be developed. The canes 
should either be twined around the supporting wire or 
trellis in fanwise or parallel form, keeping any parallel canes 
about twelve or fifteen inches apart. This growth will be the 
permanent framework from which the fruit will be produced 
every year for                              an indefinite period, so be very 
careful and exacting with the training of the permanent canes. 
Do not try to get fruit production from any cane until it has 
made its full growth as foundation wood. However, as any one 
foundation cane reaches its full development, the pruning for 
fruit production may begin to following winter.
	O nce the canes are established, they will begin to put 
out fruit producing wood the following year. These permanent 
canes will produce fruit year after year indefinitely when 
properly pruned.
	 The pruning procedure to follow is very simple. During 
the winter months, as soon as the leaves have             dried and 
fallen, cut back all of the canes which grew during the past 
summer, including those which produced fruit. Cut them back 
to within two buds or joints above their base. New fruit bearing 
canes will grow from one or both of the buds which were left.
	 As time goes on the framework branches will become 
very heavy, with increasing size, but this condition will not 
affect the fruiting possibilities of the vine. As long as the 
annual wood is renewed systematically each year, the vine will 
produce good sized bunches indefinitely.
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(Such as Eastern Concord, etc.)

	 This type of grape includes those more immediately 
descended from the wild grapes of the woods, and they are 
all   natural climbers, therefore requiring a specific treatment in 
order to obtain the best production from them.
	 There have been many systems of training developed 
for these grapes, some of them quite complicated. The simplest 
form of training, and one which will assure the grower of a 
good yield            with the least amount of work, is the one 
referred to as the “two arm Cordon” system, which includes the 
construction of a three wire “fence” type of trellis.
	 The construction of this type of trellis should be done 
with an eye to the future; that is, do not use light materials 
for the end posts and their bracing  The posts and wires 
must support a great deal of weight years go by, so sturdy 
construction  a definite economy.
	 Where a three wire trellis is used, which by the way 
will give the most satisfactory support for the vines the lower 
wire should be stretched tight, two feed from the ground. The 
second wire one foot above the lower, and the third, or top 
wire, one foot above the second.
	 The young vines should be planted ten feet apart, 
directly under the wires, and then the training may commence 
as the vines grow. If the following training is done carefully 
for the first few years it will greatly simplify the pruning thin 
the future years.                        Each vine can be trained into an 
almost exact duplicate of all the others.
	 As the young vine grows, it may be held in place with 
a light vertical stake until it gets up to about the height of the 
first wire, then this temporary stake may be removed and the 
first arm of the cordon started on its training. When the growth 
starts in the spring, select one good strong shoot which has 
forced out from the base of last year’s growth.
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Cut off all other shoots, forcing all of the growth into one sturdy 
cane. Do not even allow any lateral or side shoots to grow from 
the one cane until the first or lowest wire is reached. Then if a 
shoot develops at this level it may be used for training  
                        the second arm of the cordon.
	 Just as soon as the young shoot is long enough to twine 
around the first wire, start in the training by twining it out 
around the wire. This initial training may go on for two or three 
years, depending upon the growth that the plant makes. Keep 
up the training of this first cane until the tip has reached a point 
five feet out on the wire, then pinch off the tip or 
             terminal bud, to stop its horizontal growth.
	 In the meantime the training may be started on the arm 
in the opposite direction, by allowing, as previously mentioned, 
a bud to grow, which has started at about the point where the 
main trunk                meets the lower wire. Train this cane, as 
with the other one, until it has reached a point five feet from the 
main stem in the opposite direction.
	N ow there should be the main stem or trunk and 
two arms of the cordon stretching in opposite directions, 
supported by the lower wire, forming a T with a broad top bar.
	 This “two armed cordon” is the permanent framework 
from which the fruit bearing canes will be developed year after 
year. Where pruning is done properly, each joint or bud on 
these cordons produces fruit bearing canes each year as long as 
the vines survives.
	 This type of grape produces fruit from the first three 
to five joints, or buds, on canes which have grown during the 
previous summer. This same cane              will not produce fruit 
again.
	 Allow the canes which spring out on each arm to 
grow as they wish during the summer, without any tying. 
During

the winter dormant period, select about five of the strongest,
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HOW TO PRUNE FRUIT TREES

One year old canes, on each arm, anhis purpose use either twine 
or annealed iron wire of very fine         gauge. Never use copped 
wire. The fine iron wire is usually             so rusted from being 
in the weather that it breaks very easily when it comes time to 
prune off the canes which it has held up for the past year. Cut 
the tied canes about three inches above the top wire.
	 All other canes which have grown from the arm should 
now be cut back, leaving two buds above their base.
	 Each cane which has been tied in this manner, should 
produce about three bunches of grapes of good size, and with 
ten canes tied, will mean about thirty bunches of grapes for 
each vine.
	 The next winter remove the canes which are tied up, 
cutting them off just above one good strong shoot which has 
grown from its base. After the last year’s fruit canes have been 
removed, tie up the new strong canes, as before, selecting five 
from each arm, and continue this treatment year after year.
	 Where treated right, the Concords and similar varieties, 
in California, have far out-produced their parent vineyards in 
the Eastern States, as well as producing a higher quality grape.
VINE TYPE GRAPES FOR ARBORS
Same training as for “bush type grapes for arbors.”
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GUAVAS—Red or Yellow

	 Like many of the subtropical fruits, the red or yellow 
Guavas require little in the way of pruning because of their 
fruiting habits. The fruit is                bornee on new wood.
	 The growth of these plants is very shrubby by nature, 
and because of this the bushes will require very little shaping. 
The only pruning necessary, therefore, is only that which the 
location of the plant might govern. Where Guavas have been 
used as                                        ornamental plants, it may 
become necessary to trim out any branches which are growing 
out of bounds, too tall or too spreading.
	 The best time of year to do this pruning is in the winter 
months, while the plants are making little or no growth.
	 In the case of an old hedge of guavas that has grown 
too tall, and is rather unsightly, due to their open habit of 
growth, the plants may be cut back or de-horned heavily, 
and   the hedge started all over again. In cutting of this sort, 
cut off all growth about two feet from the ground during the 
late winter months. This sever treatment may spoil one season’s 
fruit production, but the plants will throw out masses of new 
shoots from the old stems, which will make a new low hedge of 
attractive appearance.
	 Pruning will not increase fruit production of the 
Guavas, therefthis work is a matter of individual plant shape.
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lemon
LEMON

	 There are many systems for the pruning of Lemon trees, 
all of which have been worked out to apply t          orchard con-
dition for various localities in which the fruit is grown, 
and they are providing successful wherever they are used 
consistently.
	 The system most easily adopted to the amateur grower 
of Lemons, where there are from one to three trees in a yard, is 
as follows, and is a system which takes advantage of the natural 
growing habit of the tree, and will require the least amount of 
attention. Because “the amateur’s lemon growing, this system 
will prove excellent.
	 Pruning may be done on a Lemon, where one uses the 
following system, at any time of the yea            when it becomes
necessary, because lemons are         flowering and fruiting 
constantly.
	 Under average circumstances a lemon tree will require 
no pruning for the first four years after it has been set out, 
except to trim out any branch which rubs against another, and 
to rub off any sucker shoots which might appear on the trunk 
or stem. In removing these shoots, it is better to rub them off or 
pull them, rather than cut them because cutting encourages re-
growth of more shoots.
	 The natural habit of a Lemon tree    after it is well estab-
lished is to send out long upright fast growing shoots from the 
center of              the head, which in time become    heavy at the 
tip with foliage and then            begins to gradually bend down. 
This natural habit may be used            to develop a very produc-
tive tree, and one which will have ver                y large fruit, all 
during the year.
	 Like many citrus trees it is not advisable to allow any 
branches within about two feet from the ground, because of
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the danger of fungus infection of fruit, so as the lower branches 
are                   carried lower each year with the weight of fruit 
and foliage they may be cut off and that energy forced into the 
development of other branches. Cut these off well back into the 
head of the tree, where they leave a main limb. Make a smooth 
cut without leaving a stub. The stub encourages rot on the main 
limbs.
	 The long spindling upright shoots which appear during 
the summer months in the center of the tree,             will in time
 make good fruiting wood, so they should             be left, except 
where too many spring out    in one place. In this case select 
one of the strongest and cut out the others. As these tall shoots 
reach the top of the tree they will begin to develop lateral twigs 
and heavy foliage, which will cause them to bend down in an 

                            arching habit. As they come down, remove 
any branches which might get in their way. As this wood 
matures it will begin to set fruit, and the Lemons nearest the 
ends of these branches are       usually the finest quality.
	 This system of growing may be carried on indefinitely, 
constantly renewing the fruit bearing wood. The tree may not 
be the most symmetrical in shape, but it will be producing an 
                         abundance of high quality Lemons.
	 As the limbs get too close to the ground (2 feet), cut the 
branch out and develop new ones from the              inside of the 
tree’s head. From the time that one of these upright branches 
starts its growth to the time when it is necessary to be removed 
because it has grown too close to the ground, will be anywhere 
from five to ten years.
	 The dwarf bush Lemon will require practically no 
pruning, except to cut out any interfering branches, and as 
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LIME

	 There are many species of Lime grown      commercially, 
as well as in the backyard garden, but they all have the same 
requirements as far as pruning is concerned. As trees go, the 
Lime will shape itself into a very symmetrical top.
	 Any sucker growth that appears on the stem should be 
rubbed off as it appears where these shoots are allowed to grow, 
they will take most of the vitality which should go into the top.
	 Most Lime varieties develop a very dense leaf growth, 
which completely excludes the direct sunlight from the inside 
of the tree. This condition causes a considerable amount of die-
back among the small twigs on the inside of the tree head. These 
dead twigs should be cut out about twice each year, for if left in 
they will encourage rot to enter the main limbs. In cutting them 
out, cut the dead or dying twig back smooth to a main branch. 
Do not leave even a short stub.
	 At the time that this die-back trimming is being done, 
watch out for any rubbing or crossing branches that may have 

grown in the top.                   Remove the one which contributes 
the least to the general good shape of the tree. The heaviest 
cutting should be done during the winter months, wherever 
necessary.
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LOQUAT

	 There are few fruit trees that require any less trimming 
than does the Loquat. In fact, this variety could grow very 
successfully with no pruning at all.
	 Loquat trees should be headed quite low when they 
are first set out, because as the tree develops it is a constant 
subdividing of terminal growth, causing the general shape of 
the tree to be an inverted pyramid.
	 The only pruning to be done is to cut out any dead 
branches and to pull off any sucker growth that appears below 
the head or from the roots.
	 As this fruit is a member of the Apple family, it is 
subject to “Pear Blight,” a bacterial disease which attacks all 
of this family. The disease ma y be recognized by the sudden 
dying of twig tips and leaves,    almost as though the leaves had 
been       burned by fire. When this occurs, cut out the infected 
branch at least a foot beyond any show of infection. The disease 
travels in the sap, so it may be further down the twig than the 
leaves show. Cut far enough to be safe.
	 Loquat pruning should be done in early fall, so that the 
tree may fully recover before the fruit buds start to develop.
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NECTARINE

	 This being a very close relative of           the Peach, the 
system of pruning is very similar, except that it will not be 
necessary to prune quite so heavily.          The fruit is borne on 
one year old branches, no on spurs, so            the fruiting wood 
must be renewed every season.
	 For trainyoung Nectarine trees, see          the chapter on 
“Training Young Trees.”
	 The Nectarine, like the Peach, will set its best fruit in 
the center one-third section of one year old branches.        Keep 
this fact in mind as the tree is shaped and pruned. Pruning must 
be done during         the dormant period in winter.
	 Wthe pruning actually begins the procedure is as 
follows:
	 First   remove any dead or interfering wood from      the 
tree top, along with any branches which bore fruit last year. All 
suckers on the stem should be removed as they appear during   
             the summer.
	 Second, select the strongest branches with        the most 
amount of lateral twig growth for the fruit producing wood. 
This twig growth is the fruiting wood for the coming season. 
Thin out any branches in such a way as to leave an evenly 
spaced branch-work in 
                                   the top.
	 Third, think out the fruiting twigs so that they are 
spaced about eight inches to one foot apart all over the tree.

	 Forth, clip back all of the remaining fruiting twigs (one 
year old), one-third their length.           This procedure will 
leave enough fruit buds for the tree to care for. Do no do any 
hand thinning of fruit until after      the normal June drop has 
occurred. The tree will carry and mature all fruit left after this 
natural thinning process.
	 Avoid propping the limbs  absolutely necessary.
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In event the use of props is needed, however, remove them just 
as soon as          the fruit is off the tree, because their continued 
use will cause             a weakening of the branch          structure.
	 For illustration governing the pruning of Nectarine, see 
the one covering pruning of Peaches. The fundamentals are 
the same.
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HOW TO PRUNE FRUIT TREES
PEACHES

	 There are few fruit trees that benefit from heavy 
pruning as does the Peach. The size and quality of the fruit is 
governed by whether or not the tree is properly pruned. This 
pruning to be done during the winter dormant period.
	 Peaches will stand, and be better for it, a heavier 
removal of old wood than any other fruit tree. Frequently it will 
be necessary to prune out as much as seventy to seventy-five 
percent of the previous season’s growth.
	 The Peach bears its fruit quite differently than any 
other type of tree, and                this characteristic must be thor-
oughly understood. The fruit will appear on the twigs and 
branches which grew during the past summer. Although there 
will be blossoms the entire length of these twigs, the only 
flowers that should be allowed to set the fruit are those in the 
central one-third section of these twigs. Therefore, after the tree 
has been properly shaped by thinning, head back all of these 
twigs one-third of their length. Keep this in mind while doing 
the shaping.
	 The procedure to follow for the pruning of Peaches, is 
as follows:
	 First, cut out any dead branches which are on the tree. 
The older the tree the more of these there will be.
	 Second, cut out any dead branches which are on the 
tree. The older the tree the more of these there will be.
	 Second, cut out the least desirable of any crossing or 
rubbing branches. The branch that remains should be located as 
to contribute to the general good form of the tree. Also cut out 
any branches that bore fruit last summer. 
These will not bear fruit again, so remove them.
	 Third, the shape to be desired for the tree is that of a 
funnel, with the branches forming the sloping sides and the 
center top left open for complete penetration of sunlight. This 
open center will permit better ripening of the fruit.
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	 Fourth, begin to thin out the branches all through the 
tree, in such a way as to give an even distribution of branch 
growth throughout the entire tree. Always favor new branch 
growth. Do not hesitate to head back tall growth, because 
Peach wood is brittle, and a tall tree is almost           sure to shed 
otherwise good limbs when they are heavy with fruit. Make the 
cuts carefully, with         an eye to the location of the one year 
old twigs, or the fruiting branches. When finished, these one 
year old twigs should be about one foot apart all over the top of 
the tree.
	 In the case of trees that are more than ten years old, 
it may be necessary to select a new branch from the forks of 
the main branches to replace an old limb which was become 
diseased or broken.
	 Fifth, when the shaping has been completed, and at this 
point there should be better than sixty per cent of the tree on 
the ground,                it is time to head back all of the one year 
old twigs and branches preparatory to fruit                           bud 
development.
	 As noted in a previous paragraph, cut back all of this 
one year old growth, one-third of its length. This           heading 
back throws the maximum strength in          to the fruit buds 
which have been left.
	 A healthy Peach tree will set a very large amount of 
fruit, and about the first of June, the tree will            voluntarily 
drop a proportion of the fruit that fruit for the tree to support, 
the fruit may be           
                                                                       hand thinned, but 
wait until the voluntary June drop has taken place.
	 There are other systems of pruning Peach trees, some of 
them involving the practice of summer pruning             , but the
above specified method is tried and true, and is           by far the 
simplest for the average home owner to use
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EAR

	 There are many varieties of Pears grown in various 
parts of the country, and although the habits of growth differ 
widely, the same system of pruning may be applied 
to them all..There is little similarity in growth between a dwarf 
variety and            a Winter Nelis Pear,           but the same prin-
ciples apply, because they all produce their best fruit from fruit 
spurs, so the pruning to be done should favor these spurs.
	 Pruning is done during the winter months, while the 
tree is dormant.
	O nce again, the pruning system to be recommended is 
one that will apply best to the average backyard tree. There are 
a good many systems of pruning for orchard plantings, some of 
which would be practical for home use, but in
order to eliminate confusion, the directions for just one method 
will be discussed here.
	 When the Pear tree is set out, the central stem should 
be headed, or cut off, at about thirty inches from the ground. 
If there are any lateral branches on the main stem, select three 
evenly spaced around the trunk, as well as up and down the 
main stem. See illustration on “Training Young Trees.”
	 The first year should be devoted to training the scaffold 
limbs. It is more important to have a tree with a good sturdy 
foundation of limbs than to get one or two fruit                         a
year early. Follow instructions of the “Training Young Trees” 
chapter.
	 The general habit of all Pear trees is to send up a great 
deal of tall whip-like branches from the center of the tree, 
especially in young trees, and the pruner must work every year 
to keep the           head of the tree down, directing the vitality 
into the fruit bearing spurs, which will develop on the older 
wood.
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	 The first thing to consider in 
the, is the removal of any dead wood, which on young trees 
will be very limited.
	 Second, cut out any interfering or      crossing branches, 
that is, branches which are           rubbing one another. Remove 
the one which contributes the least to the tree’s good shape.
	 Third, thin out any new growths of whip-like tall 
shoots where they have grown in an overcrowded manner.
	 Fourth, head back the more substantial whip growths 
about two-thirds of their length.            This cutting will force 
the tree’s vitality             into the main body of the tree-head, 
causing the greatest amount of strength to go to the fruit spurs.
	 Fruit spurs are the short stubby growths which have 
been developing on the older branches. They will vary in shape 
and length, but most frequently have a knob-like end, which 
is covered with new buds. These spurs will produce fruit year 
after year, and should never be pruned off unless they die 
from old age, or are killed with disease.
	 When the job of pruning is complete the head of the 
tree should be evenly spaced, allowing for an even penetration 
of sunlight. This is essential to the correct ripening of fruit.
	 Where the fruit production is kept in the lower portion 
of the tree head, there will be practically no need for any 
propping of limbs, due to heavy fruit production.
	 There is quite a tendency in some Pear varieties to 
produce a great deal of new growth towards the center of the 
tree, and where this habit shows up, the pruner should remove 
these central shoots, forcing the tree into a more spreading 
form. Otherwise your tree will soon                            become too 
tall for convenient picking, and the mass of central growth will 
cause the tree to become more of an easy prey to disease.
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	O ne of the worst diseases to attack Pear trees is a 
bacterial one known as    “Pear Blight” or “Fire Blight,” and is 
noticeable in the sudden dying of twig ends and leaves. As this 
disease travels within the stems and is                          spread by
many causes, the diseased twigs should be cut off as soon as 
they are noticed.               When cutting out this disease, always 
disinfect the shears after each cut with a strong germicide. 
Where the Blight gets into a main limb, it will be better to 
sacrifice the limb than to allow it to spread to the remainder of 
the tree. In cutting out any infected twigs, cut at least six to 
eight inches beyond where any infection shows up. All diseased 
twigs must be burned to destroy the harmful bacteria.



64 

h o  p e  t r e e

65 

PECAN

	 The most important thing to be remembered in the 
growing of Pecan trees, is the training to proper shape during 
about the first five years of their growth. The natural tendency 
of the Pecan is for the outer branches to bend lower each year, 
due to the weight of the foliage and fruit, so the initial training 
should be to develop a tree with the main framework branches 
as erect as possible. Some lateral branches may be encouraged to 
provide shade for the inner portion of the head.
	 Due to the natural habit of growth, a Pecan tree should 
be headed at about six feet from the ground. By this, it is meant 
not to allow any lateral branches on the trunk below six feet 
from the ground. The top will divide of its own accord higher 
up, so that it will not be necessary to stop the terminal growth 
of any upright branches, or the main central stem.
	 Any necessary pruning that is needed will consist of 
the removal of any interfering branches, and as the tree gets 
older, to remove the lower branches as they bend low enough 
to  interfere with                         a person’s walking beneath the 
tree. The Pecan is by nature                   a very tall growing tree,

the nuts fall of their own accord when ripe, there is 
no necessity to try to alter the natural habit of growth, which is 
very beautiful in         its natural proportions.
	 Pruning should be done during the winter months, 
while the tree is dormant and without leaves. Make any cuts 
smooth to the branch, without leaving a stub.            This tree 
makes a satisfactory         shade tree and will require a minimum 
of care.
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PERSIMMON

	 The initial training of any variety of Persimmon is of 
utmost importance. Because of the brittleness of the branches, it 
is of great importance to develop a tree with a strong crotch and 
well spaced scaffold branches. See the instructions on “Training 
of Young Trees,” for proper training procedure.
	 The necessary pruning for Persimmon trees is          very 
simple indeed. The fruit is born on current season wood, or in                                 
                                            will produce fruit this year, also fruit         
                 is born on the                                             one year old
	 Therefore the only pruning which will be needed is to 
keep the tree well thinned out, and an even spacing of the fruit 
producing branches. Cut off any branches which have bent 
down low enough to interfere with working around the tree. 
These constantly lowering branches are always being replaced 
by center growth on the inside of the tree.
	 In case a Persimmon tree becomes too tall, making it 
difficult to pick the fruit, the tall branches may be headed back 
severely. New shoots will spring out below where the limb was 
cut, and some of these may have to be thinned out during the 
summer if there appears to be too many.
	 The time for the annual pruning is during the winter 
months, while the tree is without leaves and the sap is dormant.
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PLANTING YOUNG TREES

BALLED TREES, OR TREES IN CONTAINERS

	 Dig holes at least one foot larger in diameter than the 
diameter of the ball or container and        one foot deeper than 
the depth of the ball or container.
	 In the bottom nine inches of the hole, fill in a mixture of 
one-half soil and one-half well rotted or composted manure. The 
market grade of steer manure will serve the purpose. Tamp or 
press this mixture down with the foot.
	 Fill in four inches of loose soil on top of the mixture. 
Tamp or press this firm.
	 Set the balled plant on top of the layer of soil, upright 
in the center of the hole. This should place the neck of the 
ball, or where it has been tied at the top, even with the general 
ground level. Do not remove sacking from ball, as this will soon 
rot. In the case of a canned plant, cut the can down two sides 
and bend the can away. Lift the ball of earth out, with                                 
                                  the hands underneath, and set plant in 
center of hole.
	 Fill in loose soil around the ball. Build a basin for 
holding water by making a circular ridge around the diameter 
of the hole.
	 Allow water to run into the basin slowly, until filled.
	 By allowing the water to settle the loose direct, instead 
of tamping the soil down, there will be no air pockets around 
the new roots to be developed.
	 Further irrigations as required by your particular soil.
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BARE ROOT TREES

	 Dig hole at least one foot greater in diameter than the 
total spread of roots, when unwrapped and spread out, and one 
foot deeper than distance from where the soil surface was before 
on the trunk, and the lowest root.
		  Fill in lower nine inches of hole with mixture 
of soil and well rotted or composted manure. Half soil, half 
manure. The market grade of steer manure will be suitable for 
this purpose. Press this mixture down firmly.
	 Fill in a layer of loose soil four inches deep, and tamp 
this down firmly.
	 Set tree in hole with stem in center, in upright position. 
See to it that roots are spread out as evenly as possible, then 
sprinkle soil onto roots, so that it will sift in around all of the 
fiver roots too. As soon as fiber roots are well covered, soil may 
be shoveled in and hole filled.
	 Where the tree is a grafted or budded variety, the graft 
should be left about two inches above ground level. In case of 
an unbudded seedling, the tree should be planted about two 

nursery.
	 Make a basin for holding water by building a circular 
ridge around the diameter of the hole, and fill this basin with 
water slowly. The water will settle the soil around the roots 
more perfectly than the dry dirt can be tamped.
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HOW TO PGENERAL PLANTING INFORMATION

	 Don’t mix fertilizer of any kind with soil to go next to 
roots of a newly planted tree or shrub, whether balled, bare-
root, or container grown.
	 Keep the soil around the roots of fruit trees at as even a 
moisture          content as possible. Irrigate as often as necessary, 
according to your soil.
	 A mulch of straw, or even dead weeds, around the 
basin under a tree, will help preserve the moisture and prevent 
the surface from baking.
	 Always cultivate to the same depth. This keeps the 
feeder roots at one depth, and they will not be damaged by too 
deep a cultivation.
	N ever spray      fruit trees while they are in full bloom, 
as this will             ruin the flower pollination and no fruit will 
set on.
	 The feeder roots of any plant are usually found in a 
circle around the skirt or eves or its top. Remember this when 
watering and fertilizing. The roots between the feeders and the 
trunk have ceased to take in either food or moisture, and are 
merely                                useful as anchors and conduits of 
vital tree processes.
	 In the average soil, one surface inch of water will 
penetrate to about one foot of depth, furnishing adequate 
moisture. Two inches of water to a two foot depth, etc. Keep the 
moisture content of your soil as near constant as possible.

	 Any soil requires a constant addition of organic matter, 
as well as fertility, to keep it from baking hard, and to keep 
alive the essential soil organisms.

HOW TO PRUNE FRUIT TREES
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PRUNES

	 These two fruits are the same with the exception that 
the Prunes have a greater sugar content, and therefore will 
dry without removing the pit. One system of pruning will apply  

                                               the winter while the trees are 
dormant.
	 The Plums and Prunes do their best fruit producing 
from fruit spurs, which may appear on any branch after it is 
two or more years old. Therefore the pruning system should be 
one which will develop these fruit spurs.
	 For the training of a young Prune or Plum tree, follow 
the directions as specified in the chapter on “Training Young 
Trees.”
	 Because of the nature of those two types of fruits, it is of 
utmost importance to develop a very strong and well balanced 
framework of branches. The general shape of the most desirable 
type of tree to be grown, is that of a funnel, or inverted 
pyramid, with the center well filled with fruit  producing limbs.
	 Until the tree is about ten years old, the training 
program will continue, by heading back the long whip-like 
branches about two thirds to three-quarters of their length,
Where they have grown in a position to benefit the desired 
form for the tree. Any new branches that do not benefit the 
shape of the tree should be cut out entirely. Branches should 
be spaced not closer than one foot from each other, to allow for 
easy picking and light penetration.
	 After about the third year, the fruit spurs will begin to 
develop on the oldest branches, and those small gnarled, stubby 
growths will produce fruit year after year. Always save the 
branches with fruit spurs, wherever possible.
	 When the tree is ten years old or more, the new growth
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must be cut out almost entirely every winter, leaving it only 
where it is necessary to refill a space where an old limb has 
been taken out. As the outer branches gradually lower with 
the weight of fruit and foliage, they should be cut out during 
the winter. This removal of a main limb should be balanced by 
leaving an equal amount of new wood on the inside of the tree 
to take its place.
	 The procedure for pruning Plum and Prune trees, ten 
years old and older, would be as follows:
	 First, cut out any dead wood and crossing or interfering 
branches.
	 Second, remove any old limbs that have lowered their 
position to the extent of being in the way.
	 Third, start in removing new growth by cutting out 
the least desirable branches first. Cut these out smooth to the 
branch from which they grew, leaving no stub.
	 When there is nothing left in new growth but those 
which are evenly spaced throughout the tree,          head these 
back to about one-third to one quarter of their length. The older 
the tree, the more they should be headed back.
	 Pruning of these trees should be done fro       m a ladder 
as much as possible, because         any climbing on the tree itself 
will destroy a great many fruit spurs
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POMEGRANATE

	 The pruning of this variety of fruit is very simple in 
method, but rather difficult from a standpoint of labor, due to 
the toughness of the wood and close habit of growing.
	N atural tendency of the Pomegranate is to develop a 
mass of erect growing shoots or branches, which if one allows 
them all to stay will grow into a plant to which                    very
little can be done.
	 For the first three or four years try to encourage as 
spreading as plant as possible, by cutting out the shoots that 
spring from the lower inside of the plant. As the plant develops, 
allow no new shoots to grow that appear within two feet of the 
ground. Pull them off as they start. A single trunk bush will be 
much easier to care for in the future. Where young plants are 
set out, this type of training will be easy.
	 Pomegranates will produce fruit from any wood after 
it is one year old, but the quality and size of the fruit will be 
better if the top is kept will thinned out, allowing plenty of 
sunlight penetration.
	 The natural tendency for the Pomegranate is to grow 
into an erect arching shape, with the outer branches constantly 
lowering. Therefore, it will be necessary to cut out this outside 
growth from time to time, as the necessity arises, wherever a 
branch is too low, and in the way.
	 Pruning should be done during the dormant period of 
winter.
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OLIVE

	 Because this book does not cover commercial 
production pruning, the treatment of the olive will be given 
more as an ornamental tree as they are most generally used   our
gardens today. The fruit production is purely secondary,         if
not usually ignored.
	 The Olive, an ornamental fruit tree, may be trained 
in various ways or allowed to grown naturally. Because of its 
versatility it adapts itself to many conditions with a minimum 
of care. Pruning as applied to an Ornamental Olive tree cannot 
affect the fruit production in any way.
	O lives are usually planted because of their delightfully 
informal habit of growth and any pruning will be governed 
entirely by the likes or dislikes of the owner, as to whether a 
headed tree or bush type is wanted. The Olive will naturally 
take on a very gnarled method of growing, and when this effect 
is desired, do not even remove interfering branches, or those 
which are rubbing against one another. The Olive is practically 
disease resistant, so that these branches which are rubbing one 
another will not be detrimental to the tree.
	 The only thing which will be essential in the pruning of 
an Olive is                           
                                                                        the removal of 
deader a dead brancnoticed. Any cuts that are made should be 
cut very close leaving a smooth wound with no stub. A cut of 
this sort will heal over rapidly.
	 The Olive will stand almost anything in regard to 
pruning, so any cutting that is to be done will be dictated 
entirely by the individual requirements of the tree in one’s one 
yard.
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ORANGE

	 Citrus fruits in general require very little in the way 
of pruning and the Orange, regardless of whether it is Navel, 
Valencia, or other varieties, is of no exception. These fruits have 
a habit of growth which virtually train themselves for the first 
four to seven years, leaving very little for the owner to attend 
except to irrigate and fertilize properly.
	 As with all citrus trees, the Orange develops a head 
with very close set leaves, excluding practically all sunlight 
from the inside of the tree  This condition causes minor die-
back of small twigs on the inside of the tree, which should be 
cut out at least twice each year.          There is no particular time 
of season most suited for this work, as it may be done at any 
time. When this minor cutting is to be done, it will be better     
                   to work your way into the inside of the tree head 
rather than try to reach in from the outside.
	 While doing this die-back cutting, watch out for any 
crossing or interfering branches which may be rubbing against 
each other. Cut out the interfering branch which contributes 
the least to the general good shape of the tree.
	 Any pruning cuts that are necessary should be made 
close to the branch without leaving a stub, from which decay 
may travel into the limb.
	 As the Orange tree grows older the outer branches 
will bend lower toward the ground, and as they droop to less 
than two feet from the ground, the ends should be removed to 
prevent fungus disease from spreading from the soil to the fruit 
on the lower branches. This pruning should be done as soon as 
the fruit has been picked from these lowering branches.
	R emove any shoots or suckers that may appear on the 
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trunk of the tree. If these are removed when they are only an 
downward movement of the hand against the tree trunk.
	

rapid weakening 

a better method
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QUINCE

	 This fruit may be grown in two different forms, either 
as a tree, with single trunk, or as a bush. Because of the nature 
of the plant, the latter system will be the easier. The Same 
system of pruning will apply to both methods of shaping the 
tree.
	 The Manner in which the Quince bears its fruit 
determines the system of pruning. The best fruit buds will be 
found as lateral or side buds in the upper half of the one year 
old twigs . These same branches will produce good fruit for 
about three or four years, so that a system of thinning out the 
oldest branches is all that will be needed in the way of pruning.
	 Pruning of the Quince will not become necessary until 
the forth winter that the tree is put out, and then should be 
done     every winter thereafter. Keep the top evenly spaced 
with upright shoots or branches, cutting out the ones which h     
         arched over to the ground from the weight of the fruit.
	 Do not head the branches back as this will take off all 
the fruiting possibilities of the plant. If the plant has become too 
tall, thin out the tallest branches will down into the base of the 
plant.
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RASPBERRY

	 The pruning instructions for raspberries, as with other 
of the bramble fruits, are very simple. The point to remember 
is that the best berries will be borne on canes which have 
grown one full                          season. In other words, canes 
that started from the root, and grew this summer, will produce 
berries next summer, and when these canes         have produced 
their summer crop,         they should be removed.
	 Pruning is done during       the winter months while the 
plants are dormant.
	 Cut off at ground level, all canes which produced fruit 
last season. This will leave an ample supply of young canes 
which have grown for one complete growing season, and which 
will produce fruit during the coming summer.
	 All raspberries have a tendency to spread out over more 
area, as a result of increased root development, and so as the 
plants grow, it will become necessary to spade up some of these 
spreading roots in order to keep the original row or hill. These 
roots which have been dug up may be used for planting new 
areas.
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TRAINING YOUNG TREES

	 The success of any fruit tree, particularly the deciduous 
types, depends a great deal upon the initial training which it 
receives during the first three years after being planted out. 
The instructions will apply to any type of deciduous tree 
with exception of Walnuts and Pecans, so they will be given 
according to what should be done in each successive year.
	 First Year. Let it be assumed that the fruit tree has 
been purchased from the nursery and is already planted in the 
ground according to the “Planting Instructions” as given
earlier in this book.
	 Cut off the main leader or central stem, at   about thirty 
inches from the ground. If there are any lateral branches on 
the tree, make this             cut immediately above a good strong 
lateral branch at about the         height mentioned above
	 Then select two other lateral branches, if other than a 
whip growth, one about eight inches below the top one, and 
another about sixteen inches below the top one, and another 
about sixteen inches below the top. Make your selection of 
these branches so that when you look straight down above the 
center, the three branches trisect about equally, 
                 an imaginary circle drawn around 

framwork of the future tree, and by selecting them spaced in 
the above manner, the tree will develop a crotch that is less apt 
to split later years.
	 As the tree grows allow only two buds to develop 
branches on each of the framework branches; one at the end, 
and one about                halfway between the end and 
                                                                                          without 
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further pruning

	 Second Year. There should now be six well developed 
branches on the young tree. Cut back these branches about 
two-thirds of their length. Cut just above a strong bud or lateral 
branch. Head back the lateral branches one-half their length.
	 The tree is now ready to produce fruit, and the system 
of pruning that is recommended for the particular variety 
should be carried out.
	 All of this pruning should be done during the winter 
while the tree is dormant, except where summer cutting is 
specified.
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HOW TO PRUNE FRUIT TREES

WALNUT

	 This variety requires little pruning, providing the 
initial training has been done properly. The young tree first set 
out should be topped, or cut off, at about eight feet from the 
ground, and no lateral growth allowed to develop below six 
feet. All three framework branches to develop as specified in 
“Training Young Trees” chapter. Except that there should be 
about 24 inches between top and lower branches instead of 16.
	 The tendency for Walnut trees is for the outer branches 
to constantly lower each year, with the weight of fruit and 
foliage. As these branches get low enough to interfere with 
cultivating, etc., they can be cut off during the winter months 
while the sap is inactive. Be sure that the sap is dormant by m        
                                 aking a trial cut on a live twig, and watch it
for a few minutes to see if there is excessive bleeding. If 
bleeding occurs make no further cuts until the sap is dormant.
	 To counteract the tendency of the constantly lowering 
out branches, new branches should be encouraged in the center 
of the tree. These, as time goes on, will gradually work their 
way outward.
	 The top of the tree should be kept free of any 
interfering or rubbing branches, as well as all dead wood. Do 
this at the dormant period, during the winter.
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R. Sanford Martin 
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